Application of a chromogenic medium and the PCR method for the rapid confirmation of L. monocytogenes in foodstuffs.
Detection of Listeria monocytogenes in foodstuffs by conventional cultivation methods carried out according to EN ISO guidelines is rather time-consuming. Therefore, two alternative methods were applied for rapid confirmation of L. monocytogenes in foodstuffs. Inoculum from liquid selective broth was plated on PALCAM and OXFORD agar and on chromogenic agar medium RAPID L. mono. Suspect colonies from PALCAM were confirmed according to EN ISO standards and by the multiplex PCR method. In total, 990 samples of foodstuffs were investigated and 63 strains of L. monocytogenes were isolated. The chromogenic medium RAPID L. mono provided results comparable to PCR, it is easier to handle and provides considerable financial savings.